
December 2, 2022

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
2413 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
U.S. Senate
Committee on Appropriations
437 Russell Senate Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Kay Granger
U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
Committee on Appropriations
304 Russell Senate Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chair DeLauro, Chairman Leahy, Ranking Member Granger, and Ranking Member Shelby:

As you negotiate a final appropriations package for fiscal year (FY) 2023, we respectfully urge 
you to include the highest possible funding amount for the Child Care and Development Block 
Grant (CCDBG). We appreciate that both the House Committee-passed Appropriations bill and 
Senator Murray’s Democratic bill include a funding increase of $1 billion above the FY 2022 
enacted level for CCDBG—funding that would be a welcome down payment to ensure families 
can access affordable, high-quality child care. Given the critical needs of the sector, and the call 
by Members from both parties to significantly increase funding for child care, we urge 
Committee leadership to include the highest possible funding amount for CCDBG in a final 
package and to consider calls to double funding for CCDBG, providing a total funding increase 
of $6.17 billion. 

We greatly appreciate your bipartisan support for increasing funding for child care and early 
learning in recent years. Still, too many families are struggling to find and afford high-quality 
child care, and the COVID-19 pandemic has only magnified these challenges. According to the 
Department of Health and Human Services, only 16% of federally eligible children receive a 
child care subsidy.1 Additionally, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, there are currently 
100,000 fewer child care workers than there were before the pandemic, contributing to the 
nation’s child care crisis.2 The proposed $1 billion funding increase for CCDBG passed by the 
House Appropriations Committee and proposed in the Senate Chairman’s mark would be a 
critical down payment to allow states to sustain and expand services for children and families 
and to take steps to improve compensation for the child care workforce.

Additionally, we urge you to consider calls by Members of Congress and advocates to increase 
non-defense discretionary spending and double funding for CCDBG, providing a total funding 

1 Fact Sheet: Estimate of Child care Eligibility and Receipt for Fiscal Year 2019, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, September 2022, 
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1d276a590ac166214a5415bee430d5e9/cy2019-child-care-subsidy-
eligibility.pdf. 
2 Why you Can’t Find Child Care: 100,000 Workers are Missing, New York Times, October 2022, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/13/us/child-care-worker-shortage.html.

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/13/us/child-care-worker-shortage.html
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1d276a590ac166214a5415bee430d5e9/cy2019-child-care-subsidy-eligibility.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1d276a590ac166214a5415bee430d5e9/cy2019-child-care-subsidy-eligibility.pdf


level of $12.3 billion. Even with the critical funding increase proposed by the House and by 
Senate Democrats, significant gaps remain to adequately meet the needs of children and families.
The House recognized this last year when it passed historic increases in funding for child care 
and early learning through the Build Back Better Act. A doubling of CCDBG funding would 
dramatically increase the fraction of eligible children and families served, expand support for the
child care workforce, and increase child care supply. By one estimate, if Congress were to 
double funding for CCDBG and use 80% of that funding on direct services, more than 800,000 
additional children would be reached.3 Doubling CCDBG would also benefit our economy by 
increasing parents’ labor force participation and boosting productivity.4 

As you know, a large body of research finds that investments in high-quality child care are 
among the most fiscally responsible investments we can make, improving children’s long-term 
outcomes and strengthening our economy. We were proud to vote for the child care relief 
provided through the American Rescue Plan (ARP), which has been essential to keeping the 
sector from total collapse and vital to our economic recovery. While crucial, these ARP funds are
temporary, and they do not diminish the need for increased and sustained child care 
appropriations to address long-standing challenges, including a decline in child care providers, 
rising costs, and inadequate availability of subsidies to meet the needs of eligible children and 
families. For these reasons, we urge you to include the highest level of funding possible for 
CCDBG, and no less than the proposed increase of $1 billion. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We appreciate your leadership on this issue and
look forward to working with you to continue to improve our nation’s child care sector. 

Sincerely,

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

3 Estimate provided by the Center for Law and Social Policy. The subsidy rate used in this calculation is based on the average
monthly subsidy paid across care types and age groups based on the FY 2019 CCDF data.
4 Child Care Remains Central to an Equitable Recovery, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, February 2022, 
https://www.stlouisfed.org/on-the-economy/2022/feb/child-care-remains-central-equitable-recovery.  

https://www.stlouisfed.org/on-the-economy/2022/feb/child-care-remains-central-equitable-recovery
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/fy-2019-preliminary-data-table-15


Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Mary Sattler Peltola
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Carolyn B. Maloney
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress

Jackie Speier
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Susan Wild
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress



James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Gregory W. Meeks
Member of Congress

Peter Welch
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress



Andy Levin
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Cynthia Axne
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress



Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Peter A. DeFazio
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress



Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Kathy E. Manning
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Anna G. Eshoo
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Dean Phillips
Member of Congress

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress

Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress



Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

G. K. Butterfield
Member of Congress

Colin Z. Allred
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress



Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Troy Carter
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress



Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

John Yarmuth
Member of Congress

Alan Lowenthal
Member of Congress

David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress



Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Jerry McNerney
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Elissa Slotkin
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Marie Newman
Member of Congress

Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress



Mondaire Jones
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Cori Bush
Member of Congress

Eddie Bernice Johnson
Member of Congress

Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress


